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Meeting Summary 

Parish Advisory Council 

St. Joseph’s Parish, Somers NY 

 

Date March 6, 2023 

Start Time 7:00 pm 

 

Attendees: Father John Lagiovane, David Briante, Gil Chimes, Jeanne Eliseo, Marie Riffel,  

Ken Strnad, Pamela Crozier (Religious Education Director);  

Not in Attendance: Joseph Bilello (Excused) 

 

Meeting Agenda:  

 

Opening Prayer 

 Father Lagiovane opened the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Religious Education Program 

Pam Crozier was invited to the PAC meeting to share the current St. Joseph religious education programs 

and to solicit ideas from the committee as to how we can make adaptations to these programs to 

further enhance the religious education experience for our children and families.   

  

Current Programs: 

 Pam reported that currently there are about 537 children (over 300 families) who participate in 

our St. Joseph’s Religious Education programs.  

 The drop-off program is for grades 1-7 on Sundays, Mondays and Tuesdays and consists of 317 

children.  

 The 8th graders (80 students) who are making Confirmation, have a dedicated program on 

Wednesday evenings that is working well. 

 A Home Program consisting of 60 children (except 2nd graders and 8th graders) who complete the 

program online at home, are required to attend Mass on the weekends, and come together with 

their parents for a religious presentation five times per year.  

 Approximately 220 students (Home, Confirmation and Communion) attend Mass weekly. 

 

Challenges: 

 A majority of students in the drop-off program do not attend Mass on the weekends (it is 

estimated to be as low as 30%).  Many of the parents are not practicing their religion and 

unfortunately sports and extra-curricular activities have taken priority. This is not a unique 

problem to St. Joseph’s Religious Ed program alone. 

 Catechists are volunteers and it is difficult to recruit them and retain them due to the time 

commitment.  
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Recommendations: 

 Include more interactive strategies to teach children and parents about their faith such as videos, 
instruction in the chapel/church, activities and projects that are meaningful to students and 
families. There should be less testing and administrative work. 

 Research available video programs for students so they are all taught consistent content at each 
grade level.  

 Expanding the home program to involve more parents. Maybe have a Mass with religious 

instructions before or after once a month. 

 Consider a program that includes parental involvement, is more interactive, requires weekend 

Mass attendance and meets once a month. 

 Consider training, mentoring and teaming up in pairs for Catechists so they are more prepared 

and acquire skills from more experienced Catechists. 

 Consolidate the number of programs so there is less administration. 

 Form a committee to research and explore these ideas and come up with a proposal.  

 

Miscellaneous Topics Discussed: 

 The Respect Life Committee will be hosting an Expectant Parents Mass on May 21st at 12pm, 

followed by a reception in the Parish Center, that will also include families of baptized children 

from St. Joseph’s over the past year. The purpose is to build community among young families. 

 St. Joseph’s Parish and the Knights of Columbus Council 6205 sponsored their first Lenten Fish 

Fry held on Friday, February 24th from 6-7pm. There were over 80 parishioners in attendance 

Two more will take place on March 10th and March 24th. 

 A Mass followed by a reception will be held on March 20th at 7pm for the Feast of St. Joseph’s. 

 The Mega Raffle, our largest fundraiser for the Parish, will be held on March 26th. Half of the 

tickets have been sold thus far.   

 St. Joseph’s Parish will have a 12pm Mass of Thanksgiving for the Ordination of Deacon Collins 

Ashu to the Priesthood on June 11th, A Mass of Thanksgiving for the Ordination of Doug Borrelli 

to the Diaconate will be held on June 18th.  A reception will follow these Masses in the Parish 

Center.  

 It is anticipated that we will have another seminarian assigned to our parish next year. 

 Forty Hours of Devotion will take place on June 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th 

 Father Lagiovane asked the committee to think about a movie to show at a Family Movie Night. 

 Father Lagiovane shared that the Parish office has an opening for a secretarial position (part-

time or full-time) and is seeking someone with administrative and computer skills. 

 

Closing: 

 Fr. Lagiovane concluded with a prayer 

 Next PAC meeting will be May 8th in the Parish Meeting Room. 


